
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving 
 

Thanksgiving Day is a harvest festival. It is a time 
to give thanks for the harvest. It is also a time to 
express g ra t i tude  in general. It is a holiday 
celebrated in the United States.  The holiday's 
origins are traced to harvest festivals which have 
been celebrated in many cultures since ancient 
times.  
 
The period from Thanksgiving Day to N e w  
Y e a r ’ s  Day is often called the holiday season. 
Though the earliest Thanksgiving cel e b r a t i o n  
was on September 8, 1565 in what is  now Saint 
Augustine, Florida, the traditional "first Thanks 
giving" is venerated as having occurred at the site 
of Plymouth Plantation, in 1621.  Today, 
Thanksgiving are celebrated on the fourth 
Thursday of November in the   United   States. 
Thanksgiving dinner is held with family members 
and friends.   
 

People c e l e b r a t e  this d a y  by gathering at 
home with family and  friends for a holiday feast.  
The American holiday has religious undertones 
related to the Native Americans delivering the 
English settlers after the brutal winter at Plymouth.  
 

  



 
 
 
 


